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And dotting the i's with a vigorous stroke, in a handwriting which all could read, the speaker concluded with an inspiriting and illuminating definition of patriotism, and of its bearing on international relations. He seemed to be giving a voice to the finer idealism of French foreign policy under the Third Republic. The truly patriotic nation, he said, made the best member of the family of nations. It should stand up for its rights, but it should respect the rights of others. " International law/' however, was not private law, and it lacked as yet a recognized sanction. For the present, every nation must be the final judge of its own vital interests, and in the last resort must have the will and the strength to withstand the wrong which another would inflict upon it. The nations were all for peace and justice, but " if peace and justice were at loggerheads, they would despise the man who did not take the side of justice, even though the whole world were to rise up in arms against him."
No lips since Gambetta's had addressed Frenchmen with this lucidity and this authority. And the lips were those of the one distinguished foreigner whose sincerity was beyond suspicion. Mr. Roosevelt justified Frenchmen to themselves.1 He capped the work of the Tsar, reconciling the two great principles which had presided over the evolution of French history: the spirit that had informed the Declaration of the Rights of Man, and the spirit that, from the defeat of Ariovistus to the Treaty of Nimegue, had animated the soul of the nation in its long struggle towards unity and la raison d'etat.
The man who had thus eloquently expressed the aspirations ^of the French soul and its anxious reflections on problems which concern the very existence of France as a
1 The author of Le Patriotisme en France et I'etranger, 1912, M. Paul Pilant, publishes in his excellent book an article written by him in June 1910, and " dedicated to the French pacifists/' in which he cites Mr. Roosevelt as an admirable professor of energy for the French people.